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Assembly declares that it is the policy of the State to encourage the development of private,
commercial shellfish cultivation in ways that are compatible with other public uses of marine
and estuarine resources such as navigation, fishing, and recreation.

(b) The Marine Fisheries Commission is empowered to make rules and take all steps
necessary to develop and improve the cultivation, harvesting, and marketing of shellfish in
North Carolina both from public grounds and private beds._In order to assure the public that
some waters will remain open and free from shellfish cultivation activities, the Marine
Fisheries Commission may limit the number of acres in any area that may be granted as
shellfish cultivation leases.

(©) The Marine Fisheries Commission shall adopt rules to establish training
requirements for persons applying for new shellfish cultivation leases:leases and for persons
acquiring shellfish cultivation leases by lawful transfer. These training requirements shall be
designed to encourage the productive use of shellfish cultivation leases. Training requirements
established pursuant to this subsection shall not apply te-anto either:

(1)  An applicant who applies for a new shellfish cultivation lease if, at the time
of the application, the applicant holds one or more shellfish cultivation
leases and all of the leases meet the shellfish production requirements
established by the Marine Fisheries Commission.

(2) A person who receives a shellfish cultivation lease by lawful transfer if, at
the time of the transfer, the person holds one or more shellfish cultivation
leases and all of the leases meet the shellfish production requirements
established by the Marine Fisheries Commission."

SECTION 4. Subsection (¢) of G.S. 113-202 reads as rewritten:

"(¢)  No person, including a corporate entity, or single family unit may acquire and hold
by lease, lease renewal, or purchase more than 50 acres of public bottoms under shellfish
cultivation leases._For purposes of this subsection, the number of acres of leases held by a
person includes acres held by a corporation in which the person holds an interest. The Marine
Fisheries Commission may adopt rules to require the submission of information necessary to
ensure compliance with this subsection."

SECTION 5. Subsection (j) of G.S. 113-202 reads as rewritten:

"(G)  Initial leases begin upon the issuance of the lease by the Secretary and expire at
noon on the first day of July following the tenth-fifth anniversary of the granting of the lease.
Renewal leases are issued for a period of +0-five years from the time of expiration of the
previous lease. At the time of making application for renewal of a lease, the applicant must pay
a filing fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00). The rental for initial leases is one dollar ($1.00)
per acre for all leases entered into before July 1, 1965, and for all other leases until noon on the
first day of July following the first anniversary of the lease. Thereafter, for initial leases entered
into after July 1, 1965, and from the beginning for renewals of leases entered into after that
date, the rental is ten dollars ($10.00) per acre per year. Rental must be paid annually in
advance prior to the first day of April each year. Upon initial granting of a lease, the pro rata
amount for the portion of the year left until the first day of July must be paid in advance at the
rate of one dollar ($1.00) per acre per year; then, on or before the first day of April next, the
lessee must pay the rental for the next full year."

SECTION 6. G.S. 113-203 reads as rewritten:

"§ 113-203. Transplanting of oysters and clams.

(a) It is unlawful to transplant oysters taken from public grounds to private beds except:

(1) When lawfully taken during open season and transported directly to a private
bed in accordance with rules of the Marine Fisheries
Commisston;Commission.

3) When the transplanting is done in accordance with the provisions of this
section and implementing rules.
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